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We donôt mean to withhold such information from our students, but dishwashers just 

never seem to have come up in school lessons or casual conversation.  

Our handbell choir was blessed by our trip to New Jersey and Pennsylvania from September 18 

through October 6, 2008. We stayed in the homes of some lovely Christian families, many of whom 

owned dishwashers. We enjoyed cool days, sightseeing, sharing our music and testimonies, and 

getting to see the homes of old friends and meeting and sharing with new friends as well.  

Our first stop was New Jersey.  We presented our ministry in Calvary Baptist Church, Oceanport, 

and Second Baptist Church of Asbury Park. One day, as we walked from one home to another, 

SQUIRRELS were the fascination. Watching a 13 year old Puerto Rican boy chase a 

squirrel trying to get a good picture was my fascination!  

Additionally, we experienced subways, the Empire State Building (one student who had 

seen King Kong asked ñwhen did they rebuild?ò leading me to plan a unit on reality and fiction), the 

surprising dishwashing machines, airplanes, long waits, homesickness and diners.   

From New Jersey, we headed west to Pennsylvania where we toured the Malmark 

handbell factory to see where our bells were born. We stopped at a Cabelaôs store on 

the way as our driver, Jim OôBrien, was attracted to seeing that sight. The Squirrel 

Photographer asked ñWHY?ò people think shooting and preserving deer, bear, and 

other wildlife is acceptable as we viewed the displays in Cabelaôs. Jim endeavored to 

communicate the sport of hunting but little understanding was achieved.  

From there we got into more presentations at churches and Christian schools and a nursing home. 

We visited Gallaudet University and other places of interest in the area, met so many people and 

loved every minute.  Our last 24 hours were tearful as the students said their good-byes.   

The Squirrel Photographer does not have a Christian dad.  He stayed in a home where he bonded 

greatly with a Christian family and on the way to BWI airport, his tears fell silently. One of the 
students wrote in their travel journal, ñMy heart broke because I left my friends.ò 

Pray with us for these young teens. They had so many new experiences on this trip, 

including seeing Deaf people at work on factory floors and as janitors in the Statue of 

Liberty and as tour guides in Gallaudet University. Pray for their vision of themselves 

and their career possibilities.  Pray for their  new friendships to continue by e-mail and 

webcam.  Pray for the things they said in their testimonies to remain as strong and true today as they 

were when they were said. As you pray, THANK GOD for the evidence of His Hand at work for us 

on this trip and on the island as we continue our ministry with these children and their families. 
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We say          You say                 

Felicidades! Happy Holidays!  

As we enjoy LECHON (roast pork), may you enjoy your TURKEY.  

As we enjoy ARROZ CON GANDULES (rice with chick peas), may you enjoy your POTATOES. 

As we enjoy TEMBLEQUE (coconut custard),  

may your enjoy GINGERBREAD, PUMPKIN PIE, and CHRISTMAS COOKIES.  

As we enjoy many blessed moments during the holidays ς American Thanksgiving, Christmas, New Years, and 
¢ƘǊŜŜ YƛƴƎǎΩ 5ŀȅ ςmay you also enjoy many blessed times with your friends, family and God.  

 

Join us in giving thanks to our God!  His goodness must be made known to all people. 
We have so much to be thankful for this semester and ask that your praise God along with us for His goodness: 

1. in sending a work team from Calvary Bible Church in Hanover PA to help with preparations for the school year 
and to carry our First Week of School Bible School program.  

2. in sending encouragers as we planned our handbell trip and providing for housing needs along the way 
3. in the staff God has provided this year and His faithfulness in calling new workers to join with us 
4. in routing hurricanes around us and not over us 
5. in bringing Edgar back to school this year and for bringing us students with open hearts and minds to hear His 

Word and desire to apply it to their lives 
6. in building up our support network and mission/school board so that we can move forward in His work. 
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