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A LOUNGE OF LIZARDS AND 
A CHATTERING OF CHILDREN 

in addition to a bevy of volunteers, these are what is occupying our school these days. Oh, did you know that a family of lizards is 

called a lounge?  Yea!  And in my research, I learned that a bunch of butterflies is called a flutter.  And, a school of goldfish can be 

called a troubling. But, back to our bevy of volunteers, which we believe to be the opposite of a lounge - even though several have 

leapt at the sight of our resident leaping lizards. They really DO leap! 

 January started with a cluster of Californians, followed by a gaggle from Canada. We had a paddling from Pennsylvania and a romp of 

ladies ages 23 to 92, as well as a wisdom of Wisconsinites in February. In March, we were blessed by a mustering from Minnesota and 

a 6 hour gaggle of Canadian ògoslingsó. April brought us a wedge of Wilsons from Ontario and Calgary and a bouquet of other visitors. 

The warren of long-term workers presently serving God at ESD includes Teresa Venton, teacher, here for 3 months; recently 

arrived Megan Dickerson; Jilissa Iler, finishing her year as our junior missionary; Jen Johnson, teacher, who is wrapping up her 

second year at ESD and returning for more; and Betsy Hoke, principal and teacher, who is completing her 23rd year. We are 

thankful for each worker, each pair of hands and each of you who have prayed for us!  

Highlights from our spring included: 

¶ 24 hours of Wisconsites from Crosspoint Community Church of Oconomowoc, who knocked off items from the TO DO 

list as if they had spent 2 weeks working here;  

¶ a wonderful week of spiritual refreshing and insight with a stand of students from North Central Universityõs Deaf Studies 

program who visited us in March;  

¶ Phil Wilson and family from Sanford, Ontario, Canada, who were the last of the migratory workers for the school year. 

They brought us music workshops and Bible lessons and puppets in addition to fellowship and encouragement. 

If we had space to tell you all about each gulp, we would, but suffice it to say we are praising God for the bounty of blessings He 

has showered on us. If you have access to the Internet, look up our Web site, www.esd.faithweb.com, to get the full story on our 

descent of volunteers. We are thankful that WITH THESE HANDS He has carried on the work of this ministry and seek to serve 

Him more fully every day. Well, time to address the intrusion of cockroaches with a little bit of bug spray!  

 

 

 

 

How many lizards can you find crawling in this newsletter? 

http://www.sandiegozoo.org/animalbytes/got_questions_groups_list.html
http://www.esd.faithweb.com/


 

How They Came to ESD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of our visitors this spring was directed into the field of 

Deafness when she heard another visitor to E.S.D. present the 

work at her church in 1996 (more or less).  Merry Wilson  

heard about E.S.D. at a time in life when she was making 

decisions about what God would have her study and do.  After 

hearing Brenda Thistle of Uxbridge speak at a church 

missionôs conference, Merry made the decision to become a 

sign language interpreter.  Today, Merry works as an 

educational interpreter in Calgary, Alberta.  It was a joy to have 

Merry come to work along with us in April. And it was an 

encouragement to learn how she came about being involved 

with the Deaf community. Thanks to each of you who accept 

the responsibility of presenting the ministry of the Evangelical 

School for the Deaf in your home areas and at conferences. × 

Members of our handbell choir are finalizing plans for a Fall 2008 excursion to New Jersey and 

Pennsylvania.  During this trip, we seek to give God the glory and make known the needs of Deaf missions, specifically,  the 

staffing needs of our ministry and to strengthen the prayer support base we have. Please pray along with us for all that is done to 

honor our Lord and Savior, safety, and for those traveling together to be strengthened in Christian unity and love. 

 

The students are gaining in excitement as we are practicing new music for the trip.  We are working on several quartets 

involving four-in-hand bell ringing and the students are growing in their musicianship skills. They are also working on Power 

Point presentations and testimonies that will be shared throughout the journey.  

We are travelling with children, and their parents are concerned about many things ï which is understandable.  

Therefore, we will not be adding time or appearance dates to the schedule we have outlined. We hope those who live in close 

proximity to the areas we are planning to visit will be able to meet us there.   

 

At this time, we are planning to be in Oceanport and Neptune, New Jersey, the weekend of September 19 ï 22 and in 

Hanover, Pennsylvania, September 26 ï October 6 for the World Awareness Conference of Calvary Bible Church, 603 Wilson 

Avenue.  Between performances, we plan to do sightseeing, visit some Deaf churches and schools and also hope to visit 

Gallaudet University to give our students a glimpse of that famed institution. We are praying for open doors as we make 

connections with new Deaf friends and have opportunities to share the message of Salvation in Jesus Christ with them. Pray for 

our students as they embark on a missionsô trip of their own! 

 

 

 

During the summer of 2007, a work team came to us from Buck 

Run Baptist Church in Frankfort, Kentucky.  That connection 

began in 2001 with Austin Kocher and his youth pastor, Daniel 

Broyles, then in Ohio. Daniel and Amy have moved to Kentucky 

and contacted ESD about coming with a work team from their 

new church.  Megan Dickerson came with that team.  Upon their 

return home, Megan began to feel Godôs leading.  She contacted 

ESD about coming to work for a few months and is now with us 

adding her hands to the classrooms tutoring in math and working 

with Jen and her class in the afternoon.× 

 
On a weekly basis, we are visited by members of the 

Newcomerôs Club of San Juan. Through the Newcomerôs Club, 

Billôs Kitchen heard about our lack of a cook this year.  Billôs 

Kitchen has provided several meals each week for our students 

and the Newcomerôs have provided the transportation of the 

meals. We are thankful for each cook and driver who has 

provided services to us this year.× 

New student Juan who has just turned 2 years old came to ESD 

through contact with social worker Ramon Cruz who has been 

an active volunteer at ESD for many years. As he has met deaf 

children through his job, Ramon has recommended ESD to 

them.  That is also how Mizael came to us.× 

We are excited about the relationship we have begun with North 

Central University  in Minneapolis Minnesota. The planning 

started when JoAnn Smith learned of ESD through an e-mail sent 

by Betsy Hoke. Soon we had arranged for a group of Deaf and 

deaf ministries students to come to ESD for their Spring Break. 

We have recently received an application for a junior missionary 

worker for the 2008-09 school year through this contact.  Godôs 

faithfulness is new every morning! How great it is to serve the 

true and living God. × 

Sam Phelps was our junior missionary in 2001-02. She became 

aware of the ministry at ESD by Earlene and Norm Benson. In 

raising her financial support, Sam spoke at a church where Jilissa 

Iler  was in attendance. Jilissa remembered Sam as she was 

praying about studying ASL interpreting and made the 

connection to be our junior missionary this school year. × Teacher, Teresa Venton learned about ESD through an 

announcement placed on deafed.net by Betsy Hoke. God had 

been working in her heart and Teresa contacted Betsy to ask 

questions about the school. Teresaôs heart has been for missions 

since she was a child and she came to visit in November 2007. 

Teresa fell in love with what she saw and prayed about the 

opportunity to work at ESD. She resigned from her job and 

came as a short term worker for this spring. The Lord is still 

working on Teresaôs heart about returning to ESD. Pray along 

with her for clarity and assurance as Teresa seeks to know 

Godôs will for her future. 



 

With these hands a song is sung that whispers past unhearing ears.   

With these hands a child is hugged and then they dry the countless tears.  
In our last issue of the With These Hands, we asked, ñWHO CAN SIT IN THIS CHAIR?ò It was with great 

excitement that we heard from Fran Wells, daughter of our snowbirds, Norman and Earlene Benson. Fran, who retired in 

January from her teaching position at Corning Community College, came to work in the school office and kitchen 

January through March. Franôs hands enabled our junior missionary to put her hands to work more in the class 

and less in other areas.  They also enabled our principal, Betsy Hoke, to focus more attention on student matters 

and less on the office work. 

What are you doing with YOUR hands? There are ministries within your church, within your 

neighborhood, within your community that could use your hands. Maybe your hands know a special skill. If you could LEND a hand 

at ESD, we may be able to put your hands to work  

¶ IN THE OFFICE ï handling the office work, answering the phone, mailing newsletters, handling correspondence, 

accounting, book orders, sorting mail, etc. Knowledge of sign language and Spanish are preferable. 

¶ IN THE CLASSROOM ï as a teacher or classroom assistant.  Fluency in American Sign Language is needed. 

¶ AROUND THE GROUNDS ï performing maintenance tasks ï keeping the lawn mower and vans in working order, repairing 

plumbing, doing simple electrical work.  Sign language is not necessary but could prove to be helpful. 

¶ IN THE KITCHEN ï again, sign language is not necessary.  Spanish is not necessary.  But some knowledge of either 

language is very useful. The ability to plan meals and work within a budget is necessary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From top left: Fran and Margaret serve lunch;  Laurie Teel and  the children; NCU students perform a skit;  NCU and ESD students enjoy an 

afternoon at the beach;  the ESD students; Wisconsin worker repairs leaky plumbing in the dorm hallway. 

 

Pray along with us for the people God is calling to work at E.S.D. He knows the plans He has for our future and we trust Him to 

continue to provide.  God is SO faithful and we are privileged to serve Him with our hands and lives.  

For more information and to see what else is happening around E.S.D.  please check our Web site at www.esd.faithweb.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 World Mission to the Deaf Inc. 
   39 Meadow Crescent 

   Whitby, Ontario, Canada    L1N 3J2 

905 723 1279 

ESD is a non-profit organization receiving no funding from any government programs.  Student tuition for one month is $25 for younger students and 
$50 to $75 for older students. The staff are supported as missionaries and do not receive a salary from E.S.D. All gifts and donations enter into the 
school general fund unless otherwise requested. To make a donation, send your gift in Canadian funds to our Whitby office. Send American funds to 

our Luquillo office. Each receipt is acknowledged with a letter and tax deductible receipt. 

Evangelical School for the Deaf, Inc.  
   HC-01, Box 7111 

   Luquillo, Puerto Rico, U.S.A.   00773-9602 

787 889 3488           esdluquillo@gmail.com 

http://www.esd.faithweb.com/
mailto:esdluquillo@gmail.com


 

Join us in praying  for our school board members:  President, Hector Saroza; Secretary-Treasurer, Jen Johnson; Voting 
Members, Carlos Motta and Dr. Juanita Rodriguez; School Director, Elisabeth Hoke;  Advisors - Alan Mowbray, Jenny Rivera, Glenda 
Vega, Sugeily Fuentes, Heather Crichton.  

Join us in praying  for discernment and wisdom: as we interview new students and staff members; as we plan class 
schedules, activities and changes in the curriculum; as we counsel students and families; as we prepare for summer meetings and 
attend conferences and professional development seminars; as we seek to serve God to the fullest of our abilities. 

Join us in praying  for the safety and development of our students, their health and desire for God. 

You donôt gotta google! USE  www.goodsearch.com 
AS YOUR SEARCH ENGINE AND YOUR SEARCHES EARN MONEY FOR  

THE  EVANGELICAL SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF 
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The Evangelical School for the Deaf 

HC-01 Buzon 7111 

Luquillo Puerto Rico 00773-9602 

www.esd.faithweb.com 
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Boxtops 4 Education & 
Clip the boxtop coupon on products from Hefty, 

Kleenex, Ziploc, Pillsbury, Yoplait, General Mills, 

Green Giant, Betty Crocker and others. 

 

 

 

  You can help by buying products with these trademarks.  Clip the UPCs or 

coupons off and mail them to  ESD, HC-01 Buzon 7111, Luquillo PR 00773-9602.  

Every UPC, lid and boxtop coupon helps us to earn cash or points towards 

educational supplies for our students.  Start clipping by clipping this to keep for 

your reference.  Thank you for your help. J 

Campbellôs  

UPC Labels 

ATTENTION for USA consumers ONLY  

Clip UPC labels beginning with the digits 51000 �R�Q���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O�·�V���D�Q�G����
14100 on Pepperidge Farms.   Also included are Swanson and 

Prego UPCs and V8 lids. REMEMBER,  USA ONLY  

 

There are 21 lizards throughout the newsletter. Did you see them all? 

http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.esd.faithweb.com/

